
May 20, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were 
present.   Pat Pfund representing the Norman County Index was also in attendance.     

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.   A/T Hanson noted that Jeremy 
Thornton, Norman County Sheriff had been added at 9:45 a.m. to discuss a resignation.  Also added was a second 
item under Road & Bridge of a Highway Construction Contract for SAP-054-603-017 with Knife River Materials.  
James would also be bringing a Limited Use Permit with MnDOT for the FireFrost ATV Trail.  Commissioner Hall 
would like to talk about the 125th Anniversary of the Norman County Fair, and Chairman Jacobson would like to 
discuss meeting times.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the agenda with the additions.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked if commissioners had the chance to read the minutes of the May 4th meeting.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson brought forward correspondence from MPCA on the petroleum contaminated soil land 
treatment site proposed for Section 27 of Good Hope Township on property owned by Donald & Laurine 
Kounovsky.   

Chairman Jacobson then brought forward discussion on changing the time the county board meetings begin from 
9:15 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to change the Norman 
County Board meeting times to begin at 9:00 a.m. from this day forward.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.  A/T Hanson will post the necessary changes.   

Commissioner Hall then brought forward discussion on the 125th Anniversary of the Norman County Fair and 
whether the County would like to advertise in the Promoter as they always produce the special fair edition.  
Commissioner Hall explained the different options available and whether the board would like to place an ad.  
After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve a 1/8th page ad for $89.00 in the 
Promoter.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:32 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH, addressed the board with her regular COVID-19 update.  Director Kjono noted 
that if you are fully vaccinated you no longer need to wear a mask; however, if you feel more comfortable wearing 
a mask, by all means do what you feel most comfortable with.  Ms. Kjono also noted that as of May 28th most of 
the restrictions will be lifted.  She also noted the Safe Learning Plan is still in effect until June 15th.  Director Kjono 
also noted that student vaccines are going well and that NMPH has access to all 3 vaccine presentations at the 
present time.  Director Kjono also expressed her frustration with getting vaccination information from North 
Dakota. 

At 9:48 a.m. Jeremy Thornton, NCSO, addressed the board with regard to the possibility one of his deputies will be 
leaving to another county.  He noted that he has a provisional offer of employment that is contingent on the 
results of his background check, etc.  Sheriff Thornton would like permission to advertise the position.  After some 
discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to allow Sheriff Thornton to advertise the Deputy Sheriff 
position.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson brought forward information on the bat problems in the building.  Commissioner Redland had 
contacted Plunkett’s Pest Control and met with a representative from Plunkett’s at the courthouse one day and 
received a bid from them for $25,150.00.  After some discussion, it was decided to table any decision until the 
Building Committee could contact Bat Pros on the cost if clean up is provided.   



Chairman Jacobson then called for a short break.  

At 10:05 a.m. Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, brought the Road & Bridge agenda items before 
the board.  The first item on his agenda was the final payment of Norman County Contract #2207 with Sellin 
Brothers, Inc of Hawley.  A resolution was brought forward for final payment for project numbers SP 054-591-001, 
SAP 054-650-001 and SAP 054-651-005.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 05-20-2021-1 A 
Resolution for Final Payment of Norman County Contract #2207, SP 054-591-001, SAP 054-650-001 and SAP 054-
651-005.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The 
resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.     

The next item on Mr. Ramstad’s agenda was the Contract for Highway Construction with Knife River Materials of 
Bemidji, MN, for SAP 054-603-017.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the contract with 
Knife River Materials for SAP 054-603-017.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Bob then answered some questions about the Cold In-Place Recycling project on CSAH 3 from Hwy 75 to TH 9.   

At 10:23 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, addressed the board with regard to the Engineering Tech 3 position that was 
vacated at the end of March by the retirement of Dan Hayden.  After six weeks of recruitment the county does not 
have a viable candidate for this position.  As we are entering a busy construction season it is the recommendation 
of the Highway Dept and HR that the county creates a temporary/seasonal Engineering Tech position for the 
remainder of 2021.  Mr. Hayden has indicated a willingness to help the county out during this construction season, 
while we continue to seek a permanent Engineering Tech.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to create a 
seasonal/temporary Highway Engineering Tech position for the remainder of 2021 which will be a non-benefited, 
non-union position.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The second item brought forward by Mr. Cariveau was the hiring of summer custodial help as has been done in the 
past.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to allow hiring of summer custodial help.  Commissioner Gunderson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked commissioners if they had reviewed the bills that were submitted electronically.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Revenue - $29,415.58  Road & Bridge - $46,643.78  Building - $751.05 

Human Services - $230.81  County EDA - $1,000.00   Public Health - $3,547.50  

County Homes - $638.95  Airport Authority - $800.00  TOTAL - $83,027.67 

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:35 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with regard to a Limited Use Permit #5409-0005 
between the State of Minnesota, through its Commissioner of Transportation, (MnDOT) and the County of 
Norman, to use the area within the right of way of Trunk Highway No. 75 as shown in red on Exhibit A, limited to 
only the constructing, maintaining and operating an all-terrain vehicle trail and snowmobile trail.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to adopt CR 05-04-2021-2, a Resolution Authorizing Execution of Limited Use Permit 
#5409-0005 Between Norman County and the Commissioner of Transportation, State of Minnesota.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution 
was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.   

Attorney Brue then addressed the board with regard to the Auditor/Treasurer position becoming appointed rather 
than elected, noting this is different than when the Recorder’s position became appointed as at this time we have 
a sitting elected in the position.  James explained that the county will need to have a contract with the current A/T, 



Donna Hanson.  Attorney Brue stated that he has met with Donna on a couple of occasions and he expects to have 
a contract ready before the next board meeting.   

David Stene, CFO, brought information forward regarding American Rescue Plan funds the county should receive.  
Mr. Stene inquired of the board whether they would like to continue using the same committee that worked on 
the CARES Act funding, or if they would prefer to create a new committee, and also noted that there have been 
many opportunities and will be many more for attending virtual meetings in regard to this funding and how it is to 
be used.   

At 11:00 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, opened the Public Hearing on the Riverview Dairy Project.  James 
Stewart of Arntson, Stewart, Wegner, PC representing Riverview Dairy Project was in attendance.  Rick Metzger, 
Riverview Farms, was also in attendance.   

Due to the lack of attendance at the public hearing, Attorney Brue closed the public hearing at 11:10 a.m. and 
Chairman Jacobson and David Stene, CFO, signed the Application for Approval of Local Bond Financing – Pursuant 
to MS 469.152 – 469.1655.  Chairman Jacobson also signed a letter to the MN Department of Employment and 
Economic Development in support of the application of the County of Norman, Minnesota for approval of the 
$25,000,000 Solid Waste Disposal Revenue Bonds for the Riverview LLP Project, Series 2022.   

At 11:12 a.m.  Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting.   

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


